


Thanks to the efforts of a Mid-Michigan transportation consortium, the Grand Ledge School System expects to get six new buses and
Dean Transportation plans to retrofit 405 public school buses with fuel-cleaning scrubbers.
 
The consortium, Greater Lansing Area Clean Cities (GLACC), won $1.1 million for the bus-emission-reduction project in a U. S.
Environmental Agency (EPA) competition to award $300 million in recovery funds nation-wide.

The Dean buses will be fit with diesel oxidation catalysts (DOCs), metal
units about the size of a small trunk. They can reduce the amount of
particulate matter emitted by normal school buses by approximately 20
percent, hydrocarbons by approximately 50 percent and carbon monoxide
by approximately 40 percent, according to GLACC.

Kellie Dean, president of Dean Transportation, says he anticipates the
need to hire technicians to help with the installation and maintenance of
the DOCs. But he is most pleased about the cleaner air he anticipates his
20,000 passengers will breathe, half of whom are children with special
needs.

Steve Marquardt, manager of the EPA’s diesel initiative in the Midwest,
says the GLACC project, one of 12 selected out of 81 grant applications,
stood out because of the partnerships represented and the jobs that would

be created.

Bids will be taken for purchase of the DOCs.

“You can be sure we will be looking for a Michigan company to provide them,” says Rachel Kuntsch, GLACC director.

Source: Rachel Kuntsch, Greater Lansing Area Cities

Gretchen Cochran, Innovation & Jobs editor, may be reached here. 
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August 03, 2009 

Michigan environmental agency awarded EPA grant  

GRAND LEDGE, Mich. — Greater Lansing Area Clean Cities (GLACC) has been awarded a $1.07 
million grant from the EPA to reduce school bus emissions in mid-Michigan.  

The grant money will be used to retrofit more than 400 Dean Transportation Inc. school buses with 
diesel oxidation catalysts and replace six Grand Ledge Public Schools buses with newer, low-
emission buses.  

Competition for funding from the EPA — which is available as part of the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act (ARRA) — was stiff. More than 81 grant applications requesting $211 million to 
help fund clean diesel emissions projects were submitted to the EPA’s Region 5. GLACC was among 
only 12 applicants selected for $26.5 million in total funding across the region.  

“We are grateful to the U.S. EPA for this award of ARRA funds," GLACC Executive Director Rachel 
Kuntzsch said. "This grant project will go a long way toward meeting GLACC's goal of advancing 
clean transportation solutions in mid-Michigan.”  

Aside from improving air quality through the bus retrofits and replacements, the companies and 
agencies involved said the grant money will help to create and retain jobs in Michigan.  

“This grant supports Dean’s commitment to our children, to our environment and to a healthier 
community,” said Kellie Dean, president of Dean Transportation. “Thanks to the grant, Dean will be 
able to hire additional technicians to support our current staff with the installation of the diesel 
oxidation catalysts on our vehicles.”  

Copyright © 2009 School Bus Fleet. All rights reserved. All material on this site including but not limited to images and text 
may not be duplicated, reproduced, redistributed or re-transmitted in any form without the express written permission of 
School Bus Fleet.  
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U.S. EPA's Region 5 Awards More Than $1 million in Recovery Act
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(Chicago - July 21, 2009) In a move that stands to create jobs, boost local economies, reduce diesel emissions and protect human
health and the environment for people of the Lansing, Mich., area, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Region 5 has awarded more
than $1 million to Greater Lansing Area Clean Cities to reduce school bus emissions in mid and western Michigan. These clean diesel
projects will create jobs while protecting the area's air quality.

"Investing in clean diesel projects in the Great Lakes region will protect public health, bolster the economy and create green jobs,"
said Bharat Mathur, acting regional administrator. "These Recovery Act funds will move us one step closer to a clean energy future."

The funds are provided under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 National Clean Diesel Funding Assistance
Program. Under this funding competition, EPA Region 5 alone received 81 grant applications requesting $211 million to help fund
clean diesel emissions projects. The awards announced today were chosen to maximize both economic impact and emissions
reductions.

Greater Lansing Area Clean Cities will reduce emissions through the retrofit of 405 public school buses with diesel oxidation catalysts
and replacement of six public school buses with newer, cleaner models.

In addition to helping create and retain jobs, the clean diesel projects would reduce premature deaths, asthma attacks and other
respiratory ailments, lost work days, and many other health impacts every year.

The Recovery Act allotted the National Clean Diesel Campaign a total of $300 million, of which the National Clean Diesel Funding
Assistance Program received $156 million to fund competitive grants across the nation. The Recovery Act also included $20 million for
the National Clean Diesel Emerging Technology Program grants and $30 million for the SmartWay Clean Diesel Finance Program
grants.

In addition, under the Act's State Clean Diesel Grant program, a total of $88.2 million has been provided to states for clean diesel
projects through a noncompetitive allocation process.

President Obama signed the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 on February 17, and has directed that the Recovery
Act be implemented with unprecedented transparency and accountability. To that end, the American people can see how every dollar
is being invested at Recovery.gov.

For information on EPA's implementation of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, visit: http://www.epa.gov/recovery.
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For information about EPA's clean diesel initiatives, visit: http://www.epa.gov/cleandiesel.

For information about Greater Lansing Area Clean Cities, visit: http://www.michigancleancities.org.

# # #

Receive our News Releases Automatically by Email

Search This Collection | Search All Collections

Get email when we issue a news release related to recovery act

Recent additions

07/28/2009 Millions available to reduce truck pollution at Port of Oakland

07/27/2009 Illinois receives $1.7 million in economic recovery funds to improve water quality

07/27/2009 Rhode Island Gets $977K in Recovery Act Funds to Help Clean Up Underground
Petroleum Leaks, Create Jobs, Protect Land and Water

07/24/2009 EPA awards $2.8 million in Recovery Act funding in Colorado to reduce diesel emissions
and create jobs

07/23/2009 Wisconsin receives more than $1 million in economic recovery funds to improve water
quality
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